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Touched by Three Kittens
Some of you may remember a TV series that aired not so

many years ago called Touched by an Angel. The main char-
acters were three human beings who had died and some-
how been transformed into angels and then sent back to
earth to help unsuspecting humans resolve various prob-
lems in their lives. Despite the fact that its portrayal of these
heavenly beings and their relationships to their human “as-
signments” was totally unbiblical, the episodes inevitably
ended happily and the program was quite popular as “fam-
ily entertainment”.

Actually, the Bible does record a number of instances in
which the Lord God did use angels (the English word which
is transliterated
from the Greek
word meaning
“messenger” or
“minister”) to
deliver mes-
sages of re-
demptive sig-
nif icance, to
give warnings
of impending
events, or to in-
tervene super-
naturally to res-
cue His people
from imprison-
ment, death or
other dire cir-
c u m s t a n c e s .
Scripture also
tells us that he
continues to de-
ploy these “min-
istering spirits” to guard and protect His people to this day.
However, God is not limited to the use of angels to accom-
plish his providential purposes in the lives of his creatures.
He also can and does routinely use other means, including
acts of nature, and the words and actions of human beings
and animals.

As you might have guessed by this time, our story in this
issue is about three kittens who came into the lives of an
adoptive family and were used to touch their lives in very
special ways. Their story began last January when Julie and
daughter McKenna had taken their dog Riley to Banfield for
a vet appointment and happened to notice KoKo playing in
her cage in the PetSmart Adoption Center. Her acrobatics
caught their eyes, but her warm response when they held
her sealed the deal. They filled out the Adoption Applica-
tion and waited hopefully.

KoKo, a Seal Point Siamese mix kitten, had already expe-
rienced great hardship in her young life. She was extremely
undernourished when we took her into our care, but was
patiently and gently nursed back to health by foster parent
Kim. This strikingly beautiful kitten had nearly been adopted
several times, but each time, something fell apart. Of course,
we didn’t know it at the time, but KoKo was going to be
adopted by just the right family at just the right time.

Though a bit timid at first, KoKo (who was renamed Chloe)
adjusted well and became a much loved member of her
adoptive family. But an especially close bond developed be-

tween Chloe and McKenna, and it was with McKenna that
Chloe snuggled and was tucked into bed each night.

Then early one morning in May, just a week after McKenna
had returned home from a stay at Children’s Hospital, Chloe
began to gasp for breath. The family bundled her into the
car and rushed immediately to the vet, but by the time they
arrived, Chloe had already passed away.

The entire family was devastated. “Our hearts are bro-
ken,” wrote Julie, when she contacted us to deliver the sad
news. “She may have been with us for only four short
months, but she made such a huge impression on our hearts.
I couldn’t have asked for a better kitty for McKenna. She

was so attached to Chloe and
Chloe to her. Now, she some-
times has difficulty sleeping
without Chloe cuddled up be-
side her.”

We wanted Jul ie and
McKenna to know that we
would gladly place another
kitty with them, but we all
knew that the whole fam-
i ly,  but especial ly
McKenna, would need
time to grieve. Julie prom-
ised to stay in touch and
let us know when
McKenna was ready to
consider another adoption.

Summer was soon upon
us and the months flew by
quickly, as we were very
busy with lots of kittens
being adopted. During this
time, Julie and McKenna
would sometimes pass the
adoption center at Cran-

berry PetSmart as they were shopping for their other pets,
but the sadness of Chloe’s loss was still too much with them.

Eleventh Annual
Spaghetti Dinner

We are pleased to announce that this year’s event raised
almost $7000.00 for the care of the cats and kittens in our
program. While this total was a bit lower than last year’s, we
are very thankful for all who came out to support our cause.

Our sincere thanks go to all of the organizations and indi-
viduals who generously donated food, supplies and/or cash,
and to all of our faithful volunteers, who worked hard to help
make the event a success, including: Laura Ammon, Norma
Clouse, Denise Consonery, Irene Hardman, Elaine Quinque,
Flora Brandi, John Sullivan, Kathy Conaway, Kathy Schwenning,
Katie Tontala, Kim Zambrano, Mary Ann Mitro, Rose Weber,
Audrey Franzetta, Dianne and Ron Gruendl, Barb Slade and
Alexa Howald.

Together, you have all helped us to continue to pursue our
mission of saving lives, one cat at a time. (Please excuse us if
we missed your name and accept our sincere thanks).
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Saving Lives . . . one cat at a time.
(412) 481-9144 • www.fostercat.org

P. O. Box 23414
Pittsburgh, PA  15222-6414

Mission Statement
Our mission is to develop and sustain an organization

to provide temporary foster care for cats and kittens in
private homes until permanent homes can be found.

FosterCat, Inc. is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.

Please mail to:  FosterCat, Inc., P. O. Box 23414, Pittsburgh, PA  15222-6414

Enclosed is my contribution of:
$100 $50 $35 $25 $15 Other  $ ______

Please credit my contribution towards:

Name ___________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ____________________________________________

Phone __________________________________________________

Yes! I want to
support FosterCat’s

life-saving efforts for cats
like Chloe, Bella and Stella.

All contributions are tax deductible and greatly appreciated.
The official registration and financial information of FosterCat, Inc. may be

obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free within
Pennsylvania,

1-800-732-0999.
Registration does not imply endorsement.

I would like to become a FosterCat volunteer.
I would like to become a foster parent.

Membership General Support
(Annual membership: Family $25.00 • Adult $20.00 • Student/Senior $15.00)

Then one day in September, Julie called to tell us that
McKenna had been smitten by one of our kittens at Cran-
berry. “As soon as she saw her, she fell in love,” said Julie.
“She asked me, ‘what about that one, Mom?’ I said to her, “
McKenna, she and the other kitten in the cage look exactly
alike. We can’t take one and leave the other behind ”
McKenna replied, “ Really Mom, do you mean it?”

Well, of course she meant it. A few minutes later, I called
PetSmart to tell the manager that he could release Darli
and Dolly (now Stella and Bella) to Julie and off they went
to their new home.

When I talked to Julie a few days later, she told me that
the “girls” had made themselves right at home and that
they were all “having a blast” with them. “They are a couple
of characters, flying around the house. They are doing great
with Riley. Stella cuddles up with Riley and Riley won’t even
get into her bed if the kittens are already in it ”

And that is how one family, and one very special girl were
touched by three little kittens. Three little “messengers”
helped McKenna to learn some very important things at an
early stage of her life. “ I asked McKenna how she had

known she was ready for another kitty and what had drawn
her to Stella and Bella,” Julie told me when I called to ask
for some photos for this article. “She told me that their eyes
had followed her as she walked back and forth in front of
the Adoption Center until she was able to go in.” “Mom, I
just knew that they needed love and a family and I didn’t
want them to have to sleep in that cold metal cage another
night.”

 “Chloe will always have a very special place in McKenna’s
heart, and she knows that no other kitty will ever replace
her,” Julie added. “But she has learned to open her heart
again and to give her love to two more.”

Those are lessons we all need to learn.

“There is a time for everything.... a time to weep and a
time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance.....”

Ecclesiastes 1, 4

“Love never fails.... And now these three remain: faith,
hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.”

1 Corinthians 13: 8a, 13

Fund-raising
Coordinator Needed

Fund-raising is a crucial component of the activities of all
nonprofit organizations and FosterCat is no exception. None
of us can fulfill our missions without the financial support of
businesses and individuals who value the work we perform
and are willing to invest financially in our continuing efforts.

We are looking for a special person to take on the role of
Fund-raising Coordinator for FosterCat. That person would, first
of all, believe in our mission and personally care about the
welfare of homeless cats and kittens in our area. He/she would
be a self starter, able to pick up the ball and run with it under
the direction of, but with a minimum of day to day oversight
by the FosterCat board. He/She would be creative in looking
for new opportunities/venues for raising funds and suggesting
ways to improve events we have already used. He/she would
be skilled at recruiting and organizing the activities of volun-
teers, and soliciting donations and other types of support from
individuals and businesses.

If you believe that you possess these skills/attributes and
could pursue this job with sincere enthusiasm, please contact
us via our website at www.fostercat.org.
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