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Come, Let Us Grow Old Together
We are all getting older. Like it or not, aging is a fact of

life. I write as one who will be signing up for Medicare this
year, so I know whereof I speak.

We all face challenges as we age: physical, mental, emo-
tional. Slower reflexes, fading vision, failing memory, lack
of mobility, loneliness are but a few that are common to
many. For those of us who have or want to adopt compan-
ion animals, aging can present some difficult decisions. If I
am sick or die, is there someone that I know will take re-
sponsibility for my pets and provide a home for them, or
care for them temporarily until a suitable permanent home
can be found? If not, what will become of them?

Some of us are blessed to have
family members or friends who
are willing and able to provide
that safety net, but most do not.
Hardly a day goes by that we
don't get requests to take in the
cat(s) of a parent or grandparent
who has passed away, because
no one in the family is willing to
do so.

These concerns become very
real for me when I interview se-
niors who wish to adopt a cat or kitten. I want to share one
of my recent experiences with you to illustrate how mak-
ing the right decision in these situations can bring about a
happy ending for all concerned.

Just weeks ago, I received an application from a lady,
Nancy,  who wished to adopt a two year old female, as her
own kitty had recently passed away with kidney failure. As
we talked, it became very apparent to me that she was
knowledgeable about kitties, had taken extremely good
care of her kitty, and would undoubtedly be willing and
able to provide love and good care for the kitty she wished
to adopt. I was, however, concerned about what would
happen if she could no longer care for the kitty herself.

In light of her responses to my questions about a safety
net, I asked if it might not make sense in her circumstances
to adopt an older kitty. We talked about the issues and
agreed that she would give it some thought over the week-
end and I would give her a call early in the week to talk
again.

When I called, Nancy agreed that she would consider
an older kitty. I mentioned two that I thought would be
good candidates: Allie a 7 year old female, who was very
friendly with people, but did not like living with other ani-
mals and would be delighted to be an only cat in a quiet
adult home; and Joey, an 11 year old male, whose elderly
owners had recently moved into an assisted living facility.
I explained that we would be glad to let her take either or
both on a temporary trial basis to see if she would want to
adopt one of them permanently. After a further conversa-
tion, during which I was able to provide answers to ques-
tions she had raised about their personalities and health
histories, Nancy decided she would like to give Joey a try.

Joey was one of those fortunate kitties who did have a
safety net. A daughter and friend had agreed to bring Joey
and his brother into their family, if her parents were ever
unable to care for them. The brother had adjusted well to
his new circumstances, but Joey had not, and after several
months of chaos in the home, his new family had asked if
we could help them try to find him a new home.

We all knew the challenges of placing a kitty of Joey's
age, but after talking to Nancy, we felt that he might be an
excellent candidate for her to consider. He had been espe-
cially close to his adoptive mom, so we felt he would likely
bond well with another lady.

After two weeks together, Joey
and Nancy, in her words, had
“grown pretty attached to each
other” and decided that they
would, as the poem says, “grow
old together”. Joey had thor-
oughly explored his new domain
and found his new digs to be just
fine. He'd made himself right at
home snoozing on Nancy's bed,
and she admitted that he was a
lot more active than she had ex-
pected. She even had to relocate

Joey's treats to discourage his jumping on the kitchen
counter to help himself to an af ternoon snack.

 “I thank you and I'm sure Joey thanks you for arranging
for us to get to know each other,” wrote Nancy, when she
returned the Adoption Contract. “ He really is a very sweet
and loving boy and seems happy here.”

I'd say that makes for a pretty happy ending, wouldn't
you? Joey is happy, because he has a wonderful new home
with a very special lady. His temporary family is happy,
because Joey is happy and no longer wreaking havoc with
their other animals. And we are happy because FosterCat
has been privileged to play a roll in bringing it all about, as
we continue our mission of saving lives, one cat at a time.

www.fostercat.org

Save the Date for Our
8th Annual Spaghetti Dinner
Mark your calendars for Saturday, September 14, and

come out to enjoy a good meal and help FosterCat
raise funds to care for more kitties. Dinner will be served
from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm at the Wallace Memorial
Presbyterian Church  at 1146 Greentree Road. Pasta
with meat or meatless sauce, salad, rolls, dessert and
beverage will be served, and takeout will be available.
Logo and cat themed items will be on hand for
purchase, and more great items will be available in our
Chinese Auction again this year.

We will need volunteers to help sell tickets, distribute
flyers, make sauce and/or help out the day of the event
with set up, serving, manning sales tables and clean
up. Please plan to help make this a successful event
again this year by helping out, if you are able.



Saving Lives . . . one cat at a time.
(412) 481-9144 • www.fostercat.org

P. O. Box 23414
Pittsburgh, PA  15222-6414

Please mail to:  FosterCat, Inc., P. O. Box 23414, Pittsb urgh, PA  15222-6414

Enclosed is my contribution of:
$100 $50 $35 $25 $15 Other  $

Please credit my contribution towards:

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone

Yes! I want to
support FosterCat’s

life-saving efforts for cats
like Joey.

All contributions are tax deductible and greatly appreciated.
The official registr ation and financial information of FosterCat, Inc. may be obtained
from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free within Pennsylvania,

1-800-732-0999.
Registration does not imply endorsement.

I would like to become a FosterCat volunteer.

I would like to become a foster parent.

Membership General Support
(Annual membership: Family $25.00 • Adult $20.00 • Student/Senior $15.00)

Mission Statement
Our mission is to develop and sustain an organization to

provide temporary foster care for cats and kittens in private
homes until permanent homes can be found.

FosterCat, Inc. is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.

Happy Tails!
Thanks to all of our recent adopters who have shared pho-

tos and updates with us. Here are a few we’d like to share:

FosterCat Seeks Webmaster
FosterCat is looking for a dedicated volunteer to take over

the job of maintaining and managing our website at
www.fostercat.org. Mark Byrne, our current webmaster, has
done a superb job of keeping the site up to date and adding a
number of enhancements since taking on the job in 2009. But
Mark and his wife are expecting a new addition to their family
later this year, so he wants to be sure he has plenty of time to
devote to his new role as a dad.

Maintaining the site involves putting up/taking down pho-
tos of our kitties on our Adoption and Alumni pages, upload-
ing our newsletter each quarter, posting announcements for
fund raising events, and the like. Total time required for these
functions averages 4 to 8 hours per month.

A qualified candidate would need some experience in:
• Html and Dynamic HTML (DHTML)
• Webpage editing/creation tools (Dreamweaver, Frontpage)
• Java script, FTP, PHP and Forms processing
• An imaging tool (Paint Shop Pro, Adobe Photoshop)
• UNIX and SQL (a plus)

In addition to the above skills, a candidate who is willing to
explore opportunities for improving the design and function-
ality of the FosterCat website would be an excellent bonus.

If you have the requisite skills and software to perform this
function and would like to make a significant contribution to
FosterCat’s mission, please contact us through our website
email at www.fostercat.org.

Whiskers and Willow (for-
merly Noah and Blue) have ad-
justed very well. We do love
them very much – they are so
lovable and so much fun to
watch. Everyone who comes

to visit comments on how friendly all four of our cats are.
Thank you for letting us share our home with them. B.H.

Simon (formerly Jordan) is do-
ing great. The reason no one
adopted him sooner is that he was
meant for us. What a lovable char-
acter he is. D.C.

Eve (formerly Tippy) is doing very well.
She is very af fectionate and has made her-
self right at home. She is the perfect com-
panion for me. D.A.

Alfie (formerly Alfalfa) has adjusted very
well to his new home and we are enjoying
each other very much. N.L.

Phil and Grace (formerly
Max and Kiki) are really do-
ing well. Spike is playing with
and enjoying his new little
siblings. Phil LOVES Spike
and is always curling up with
him, much to Spike’s dismay.
They all enjoyed their f irst
Christmas, especially sleeping under the tree when the lights
were on. My kids absolutely love having three kitties and the
kitties love them. L.H.

(Above) Spike and
Phil - (Right) Grace


