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Got Patience?
Patience. It’s one of the virtues the Scriptures encourage us

to strive for, and perhaps one of the most dif ficult to attain.
We live in a culture that increasingly demands instant gratifi-
cation and seems to have lost any conception of the notion
that good things really do come to those who wait. Even the
biblical Job, who was extolled for his patience, might have lost
patience with the impatience of modern day Americans!

Still, I think it would not be an exaggeration to say that a
little bit of patience goes a long way toward resolving all sorts
of challenges we face in this life. That is certainly true in deal-
ing with animals. So many times, all an animal needs to make
a successful transition into a new home is a little bit of old
fashioned patience.

Bonnie would certainly be a case
in point. She had a less than auspi-
cious start in life. At the age of no
more than a year or so, she found
herself homeless and trying to raise
a family of four with no visible means
of support. Granted, her fortunes im-
proved dramatically when she and
her kittens were rounded up during
a TNR trapping project in her neigh-
borhood and suddenly found them-
selves transported to the warmth and
safety of a FosterCat foster home. Of
course, she was glad when all of her
babies found loving adoptive homes
over the next several months, but
things got pretty discouraging when
she had done multiple stints in a
PetsMart Adoption Center without
finding a home of her own.

The future suddenly looked brighter again one day early last
February when Lisa entered the picture. Lisa wanted to honor
the beloved kitty she had recently lost to lymphoma by adopt-
ing another kitty who needed a good home, AND had de-
cided that she wanted Bonnie to be that kitty  And they all
lived happily ever af ter, right?

Well, not exactly. Though Bonnie had been friendly and af-
fectionate with her foster mom, she had spent most of her
time in foster in either a single room or an adoption cage.
When she arrived in her new home, she just didn’t know how
to deal with all of that space! So she did the only sensible
thing for a cat to do under the circumstances – she headed
for the rafters and there she determined to remain.

And what did Lisa do? Well, firs t let me tell you what she
didn’t do. She didn’t call me in a huff and announce that since
Bonnie had not jumped up and snuggled in her lap within f ive
minutes of arriving in her new home, that she was simply not
the right cat for her and would have to be returned. Nor did
she call the f ire department in a panic to rescue the cat from

the rafters. She didn’t even tell me about it until I called a
week or so after the adoption was finalized as part of our
normal follow up. And then, she simply related what had hap-
pened and advised me that Bonnie was now a part of her
family and there was no way that she was giving her back, no
matter how long it took for her to adjust to her new home. In
short, she gave Bonnie exactly what she needed: time. She
determined that she would be patient.

So how did things turn out? Here’s a recent update from
Lisa:

“Bonnie (now Kylie) is doing great and everyone in the family
(with the exception of Kasey the cat)
just loves her. For the most part, she
continued to stay downstairs through
the beginning of the summer (al-
though she stopped traveling
through the basement duct work –
thank heaven). However, I had to
travel for almost three weeks on busi-
ness during July and that finally
caused her to head upstairs to be
with my folks. It was good for both
sides, as now they really love her and
she absolutely loves my father--
sleeps on his lap and won’t even do
that with me (although she does
sleep on my bed at night ). She gets
along especially well with Kirby, my
Maine Coon. She is still shy around
strangers, but what an absolute lovey
dovey she is. I absolutely adore her!”

Yes, a good dose of patience was
just what Bonnie needed … and don’t we all? I don’t know
about you, but I hope the next time I s tart to lose my patience,
I’ll remember the story of Lisa and Bonnie and maybe gain a
little ground on Job.

8th Annual Spaghetti Dinner
 Saturday, September 14

4:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Wallace Memorial Presbyterian Church

1146 Greentree Road

FosterCat Welcomes
New Webmaster

We are pleased to announce that Mike Weis has joined the
FosterCat team as our new webmaster. Mike responded to
our plea in the June newsletter for a qualified volunteer to
take over for Mark Byrne, who is looking forward to his new
roll as a first time father this fall.

Mike, who has retired from IBM, but still likes to keep busy,
brings a wealth of experience in communications and web
design and maintenance to the table. He is already working
on spiffing up and expanding FosterCat’s Face Book page to
help spread the word about cats available for adoption, low
cost spay/neuter providers and other helpful information.
Check it out! He’ll also be working on ways to make our website
more user friendly and accessible to a broader array of de-
vices, such as IPads and Smart phones.

All of us want to thank Mark Byrne for his faithful service
these past several years. We could not have asked for a more
willing, responsive and helpful volunteer to work with than
Mark has consistently been, and we wish him and his family
much happiness.



Saving Lives . . . one cat at a time.
(412) 481-9144 • www.fostercat.org

P. O. Box 23414
Pittsburgh, PA  15222-6414

Please mail to:  FosterCat, Inc., P. O. Box 23414, Pittsb urgh, PA  15222-6414

Enclosed is my contribution of:
$100 $50 $35 $25 $15 Other  $

Please credit my contribution towards:

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone

Yes! I want to
support FosterCat’s

life-saving efforts for cats
like Kylie (Bonnie).

All contributions are tax deductible and greatly appreciated.
The official registr ation and financial information of FosterCat, Inc. may be obtained
from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free within Pennsylvania,

1-800-732-0999.
Registration does not imply endorsement.

I would like to become a FosterCat volunteer.

I would like to become a foster parent.

Membership General Support
(Annual membership: Family $25.00 • Adult $20.00 • Student/Senior $15.00)

Mission Statement
Our mission is to develop and sustain an organization to

provide temporary foster care for cats and kittens in private
homes until permanent homes can be found.

FosterCat, Inc. is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.

Happy Tails!

www.fostercat.org

We sincerely appreciate our adoptive families who continue
to send updates and photos. Some especially faithful (and
proud) adoptive parents even send us annual updates. We
love receiving them and sharing them with all of our friends
and supporters:

I haven’t emailed you for awhile with an
update about the kittens. They are such
good girls. I was finally able to get a photo
of all three of them together. They are en-
joying their f loor to ceiling cat tree. Mis-
chief is on the bottom, Minx in the middle
and Misty on top. We were happy to read
in the last newsletter that their Mom is
doing well too. K. P.

2013 Membership Drive
Because of the faithfulness and generosity of our friends

and supporters, we are excited to announce that this year ’s
Membership Drive has raised a new all time record of
$3,825.00 for the care of cats and kittens in our foster pro-
gram, exceeding last year ’s record total by more than
$1,100.00.

 It is hard to imagine that any other agency of our kind en-
joys a more loyal and compassionate donor base. The officers
and directors of FosterCat wish to thank each of you who
became members or renewed your memberships this year for
the support and encouragement you have given us in our work
for the kitties.

I’m sending you a photo of Eve (formerly
Tippy and mother of Mischief, Misty and
Minx) playing in a bag. It’s one of her fa-
vorite things to do. She has turned out to
be quite the little performer, strolling on
top of the kitchen cabinets, etc. D.A.

Pistachio (formerly Bella) is settling in well.
She has a healthy appetite and loves lots of
love and attention. I am so happy to have her.

C.B.

Maxim (formerly Meo-Tse-
Tung) is doing wonderfully. I
thought you might enjoy this cute
picture of him with his adoptive
sister, Mia. Maxim is on the left
and Mia is on the right with her
head resting on his paw. They are

just adorable and so much fun. J.G.

Holly and Cupid are doing great.
They have explored the whole first
floor of our house and have met the
dogs without too much stress. They
are a wonderful addition to our fam-
ily. P. K.

I wanted you to have a photo of
Cookie (formerly Jane) whom I’ve re-
named to go with her adoptive part-
ner, Oreo. They get along great and
are enjoying each other. I’m so happy I got them both. J. H.


